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Abstract

Reuse of secondary municipal effluent from wastewater treatment plants in water bodies could
effectively alleviate freshwater resource shortage. However, excessive nutrients must be efficiently
removed to prevent eutrophication. Compared with other means of advanced wastewater treatment,
microalgae-based processes display overwhelming advantages including efficient and simultaneous N
and P removal, no requirement of additional chemicals, O, generation, CO, mitigation, and potential
value-added products from harvested biomass. One particular challenge of microalgae-based
advanced municipal wastewater treatment compared to treatment of other types of wastewater is that
concentrations of nutrients and N:P ratios in secondary municipal effluent are much lower and
imbalanced. Therefore, there should be comprehensive considerations on nutrient removal from this
specific type of effluent. Removal of nutrients and organic substances, and other environmental
benefits of microalgae-based advanced municipal wastewater treatment systems were summarized.
Among the existing studies on microalgal advanced nutrient removal, much information on major
parameters is absent, rendering performances between studies not really comparable. Mechanisms of
microalgae-based nitrogen and phosphorus removal were respectively analyzed to better understand
advanced nutrient removal from municipal secondary effluent. Factors influencing microalgae-based
nutrient removal were divided into intrinsic, environmental, and operational categories; several factors
were identified in each category, and their influences on microalgal nutrient removal were discussed.
A multiplicative kinetic model was integrated to estimate microalgal growth-related nutrient removal
based majorly on environmental and intrinsic factors. Limitations and prospects of future full-scale
microalgae-based advanced municipal wastewater treatment were also suggested. The manuscript
could offer much valuable information for future studies on microalgae-based advanced wastewater
treatment and water reuse.
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